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Mr^ast: Mr. HU.enorand, you were Direc(or ^ fte 

!ZT T ,he Department of sta,e during the "«« — P.'- 

1958 When Present Kennedy (ook offlce the Beriin cHsis w ^ 
regards Ber.m and the German quesUon ^^ presjdMt Kemedy ^^ 

beJ^'^f 2 ^ The B " lin " isis ^ » - »»««y «y. 

began in November of 1958 »i, .,;n . 

Chl ir m ~ . V " y mUCh Vrith US at the «™« ""hough 

Chairman Khrushchev had, in effer, rf. i 

the coll, f u declared a moratorium shortly after 

a h s d, of th difficuIty Qf negotjating with ^ ^^ ^ 

we h nationaIeIection _ However> everyoneassuraed ; 

.be new adm.nrstration had taxen over, the Soviets would revive the 
Ber.m three, and ap ply ne „ pressure. No one a, that time Knew, of 
course precise., what form this pressure would taxe. hut there was a 
genera, atmosphere of anxious expectation of a new Soviet offensive 
agams, Bertin a, the time the new administration came into office 
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St as soon as >>e came into office' 
iHsiSsUffllSb^ Not immedi 
had decided to al lo w for a certain „ • „ / e ' S a PP" e ""y 

part of the new adminiatra, o n b f °««-I effort on the 

P- Wy aiao had in J^ ^^otY' ^^ ^ ^^ 
- President and Chairman -^-J^^' ™ ^"^ ^ 
tration's life and «f V the new a dminis- 

attention primary ,o other ma, " ^ 7 h l^ '"' '" ^ ^ 

<- - - -»--™- P ^oni,r :ror;:'r as *-*• 

-th which the President „ou ld have to come . "" °°" 

-c::::;:;:^::;i;:rr:::r'":'- 

papers which wooid foens attention on the p riLr y iss a " d 

7 'Z * — - -* - e xp ecte P d ^^TlT 
of such memoranda were nmd„ -4 °viets. A number 

and some of them of - „£^T ^ ' * "^ «"• 
cularly. which was ' " t " r " ' "»«*« one paper parti- 

-eh i worhed for L[ Zl ^TZTJ"" """ "" "" 
to some 30-odd pa E es As, The Pr °M*"> <>< Beriin. " It ran 

Honae. , don, Z^:^ "" ~ - °*» - - White 
»-a y have. In a„ y event , t as ' "" '^ "^ W "' ^h 

to that point in deaH„ g with , B , "' " """ "* °" ^^ 

■- degree to focos atlnt ^ ' "* ' '"^ " "" ^ <° 

^ ,e importan, o;i;t;:r:r;;r;ir — — 



I think it is aleo fa , r 
President new team f . lt ' hat " " "»" -"V ^ys. so me of the 

-* p~u em wwch ^ t xt r some new soiu,ion to ehe 

"gance. would be aMe to devise _ «"" -• - "I!.,:*,. ,„,.,. 

""-*»» •«' ^on 6 these lln „. Thjs „ as "• an<1 "^ «"'" 1 
hard pun; there were no panaceas • ThlS »asg<, lnstobealong! 

>• ™t was essential!, J. .J^ "» ^ «« —- ha V e to 

to /ace up ,„. hC PrBV1 ° US administration had had 

-^ r ::;ia;: g :irr r mw p — — a 
- —, o r d0 e S „ PUt „ to : str :; g h ;r- n — - — « ■«- 

^Hi£terHiiienbrand: T woulri c .v 
'«**• He ce rl a^7 dev ;;; ^ :.'"' *""' »«**«•■ *. 
with the Berlin and Ge, *«»«« style of his own in dealing 

«. -.or preoc I I!?" """^ "" ^ ^ «»' <~ ~- 

-.o _ „ grips _ fairly ;:;:;;:— - - -. <° 

Senaioff^ ^ ^ '"" ^ "* <~ ««„ - when he was a 

^i2iSi£HHillenbrand: I had h->* 

^sr^Tneli yo : r con,act with wra duwng tha « — • 

P'ace in April of - I96I . S "°' Cha """" Ad -auer which tooK 

•«».. of ,he worWng ;..."'. ™ at «•• — »°- » u -o a nd ., 

a= they i„e v i,a bly had to . tha pr ^ ^^ "* "~ ^ ■ 
P oblems of Germany and Berlin, but also 



a range of other subjects a. we.1. Adenauer's visit, of c„„„e, was 

primarily . sort of . ,. prise de contacti „ wuch ^ p ^ 

woujo 1 aa to the Wnd o{ relationsWp wuh (he pre8iden( ^ ^ P^ 

had Wl th the previous administration. 

M^eej.: In general wha( _ y _ ^^ ^ ^^ 
Office of German Affairs with him? 

Minister Hillenb rand- Once th(k « .. 
. f , the Berhn P rob lem again became acute, 

xt b.ca me a major preoccupation-if not the major P reoccu P ation-for 
rather lengthy periods of time, not only of the P reS ident but of the 

Secretary of State and of other high officials of th* r 

e oiuciais of the Government. Durine 
this period I was, in effpri- *v.«. • 

' eCt ' the P™ c ipal working leve! officer dealing 

wtth the problem who had t o draft papers, or was responsible a, leas, 
or seemg that papers go, drafted, on the subject. Our contacts were 
fluent; f attended prac,icall y all of the major meetings which took 
place » the WMte Housc Qn tUs sub . ect ^^ a ^^^ ^ ^^ 

and I was on a number of occasions called over to the White House in 
-a! groups, to brief the President or to obtain his decision. He ob- 
viously got to know me as an individual, and whife our relationship did 
no. become a close persona, one. he was famiZiar with my responsibi- 
Ut.es and my work. just as x developed , ceTt ^ ^ ^ ^ 

general working habits and approach to the q ues,ions with which I was 
dealing. , migh , add that , .^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ 

ganiaational structure within the State Department was changed con. 
s.derably ,„ deal with the growing Berlin crisis. , was lifted out of 

he Office of German Affairs and made par, o, a special group which 
later developed into what became known as the Berlin Task Force 
Th,. group was originally under the direction of Assistant Secretary of 



State for European Affairs Foy KoUer . , wa8 ^ ^^ ^ ^ 

Mr. KoMer left ta the _ r of 1%2 for Moscow (o becQme Ambassado 

"r the direC "° n ° f the BerUn T " k F ° r «- * — «- «M. Berlin 
Task F orce , which became (he major coordinating mechanism 

the Umted States Government at the operating ^ ^ dea 

the Berlin problem. that practicaIIy aU of fhe paper ^^ ^ s ^^ 

for the m aj or coherence, and meeting that took place on ^ 

and Germ an problems over a period of some two years. The Task 

Force also had the action responsibility for deaIing ^ ^^ 

specie problems that arose in Beriin and elsewhere eonnected with 

Berlm-drafting of notes. con, ing ene y pl an „ ing . and things « ^ BM _ 

or d i 7ttf^ : Wd the S °' Ca " ed Am — d — g -p — y ««... 

or did that eome mto existence with the Task Force? 

MlHSierHillenbrand- It evist.rf c » 
ana. it existed, but under a different name. It 

f.rs. came into bei„ g „ arly in „„, under ^ chairmans ^ 
Under Secretary of State Robert Murphy. However. It raet leS6 { J 

77 dUHn8 tHe EiSe " h °"" "^-stion and on a less institu- 
tional,^ basis; the secretariat functions were performed !ess 
elaborately. One might say that the heyday of the Ambasssdoria! Group 
when i, was meeting sometimes ^^ a &y and cer(ainiy s ^ P. 

a wee., was during the period of maximum effort o! the ^ Task 
Force. It was the Quadripartite body in Washington which was charged 
parucmarly after the Paris meetings of August 1,6., with the coordL! 
f on for the four powers of all aspects of the Berlin proMem 

HriJEweet: As I understand it. Mr. Kohler was the United States 
representative on that body while he was Assistant s 

as Assistant Secretary and then 
when he became Ambassador, you succeeded him. Is ,h a . correct? 



Minister^Jenbra^ That ,. g 
-heated. , was Mr . KoWer , s J™* 

- 1* The Amba68adorial Gro „ p _ a rather fle ^ - -- 

as the *„„,_ "r~sentative, particuIarly when 

lit ;::;::;: that ^^ Th °~ - - — 
- - l c:r A r:rr: ri;r: had repiaced Mm 

*„ «. c -Large and a special assistant 

«o .he Secretary of state, won* represeM the Unued '- 

locus of the meetings, the Unit^ri Qf ♦ 

he was not av aiI aMe wo u L "' "^ * "" ^ ^ 

mMli „ g , ° U ' d " Pre " nt ' he U ^° S — « «».. 

r a ..„. a8 far as you _::;:::-::— — 

German problem? ™* 

Minister Hillenh^^j. j sim „ lv , 

assurance I ~ mply Ca " ' answ " '"is question with any 

ass , wou]d suppose that _ ^ ^ ^ member V 

he Preston. was conusant with the main aspects of the proMem ou 
he was no, tnvo.eo in it in any way as . ^ ^ ^ - 

at.entton as Director of the Office of German Affairs 

Mr^eet: I recaii that at the time of his eiecion there was a 
wmespreao „„ in Cermany ^ ^ _ 

MS s y mp a ,hies a „. perhaps somewhat an,i- G erman. : w „ d er yo 



feel able ,o characterize his attitude toward Germane and the German 
problem at the time he took office. 

MaSSSUSSHbs-d: I think that probaUy would be a somewhat 
unfair and inaccurate description of his approach to these ,„estions 
The Germans, as mi ght have been expected, had a somewhat q uestio„in, 
approach towards the new administration. After all. it was a new party" 
whtch had taken over the government i„ the United States, and it v,s a 
party which had been associated in tbeir minds with the wartime and 
.mmedia.e postwar policy of the United States towards Germany , 
think President Kennedy had certain views about the nature of the German 
and Berlin prob.ems. Some of the people around him seemed to think 
that there was some easy solution, or if no, an easy sdution, a, leas, 
an mgenious solution, which could be devised by intelligent men, to 
get the Berlin prob.em off the President's back, and I suppose the 
President must have been advised by these people that such a solution 
was possible. One of his characteristics was that he brought to any 
problem an open, searching mind which was no. satisfied merely to 
accept the conventional answers of the experts. He wanted to make 
sure that their answers reaUy derived from an exhaustive analysis of 
the problem, and I thin* he was. during the early day8 of the ,„_ 
tratmn. receptive to proposal which seemed inteUigen, and which 
seemed directed towards achieving a solution of the problem. On the 
other hand, 1 am no, aware that be identified himself personally with 
any one of the various solutions which people in Washington were 
talking about as possibilities at the time. He always encouraged 
■nteUectua, activity, and the circulation and exchange of ideas. I, 
was in this stage, 1 think, that we found the discussion of the problem 
in Washington at this particular point. 



sfeii&i 



~* »„ . had brought into lhe rr.rr :;;:;:; he r;; the : 
— *«,. .z::::r ::::::: :r ciated with the 

mariIy ;hat these ldeas were ' ;; ;— * »- groups pr , 
- »- . B*r„„ * im , but there *" g ' Th,s K doesn,t — » «- ~»y- 

B.,hn problem „ hich would heJp gef ft off (he ^^ ^ 

Mr^wee, Taking the Kennedy years ^ a ^^ • 

::r::ir:rr::,;,::r-'" — -•■ 

Ministe r Hillenbrand: 1 think that th» D j 
«« Berlin crisis and h " President, as he Hved through 

ha cr.s.s and became preoccupied with it, „eoes S ari ly beca m e 
™ and .ore impressed with its counties and Us di„ic i^ 
He g rew ,» u„ders,andi„ g o. ,he problem, his attitud e _, „_ 
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changed somewhat, although as , We in(Ucatedj ^ hdd no( commmed 

rr : an ; specific Eerun ° r German so1 — *° * «. •**-. 

7 d " ' he German0 ' ' "** * -' i-vit,ble. as he met German 
leaders and as hs was b roug „t into contact ^ ^^ ^ 

tnvolvmg German,, that Ms sppraisa! cease t „ b e a general one ana 
become specified re.ated to individuals, some of whom he valuod 
h.ghly and others of whom he valued perhaps .ess h ig hl y . This t , . 
normal process t hrou g h which an y person coming into either a diplo- 

"!" °; eXeCU " Ve POSi "° n WOU " «"■ AS «• "-o.es ac qU ain.ed 
w,th md^duals and with problems as they deal with them, one's 
generalizations tend to become more particularized 

Mr^weei.: 1 wonder if youM care to comment a, all on the role 
of the German Embassy in infmencin, his views on Germany and the 
German problem. 

Mi^rja^b^: It was ^ c] _ ^ ^ ^^ 
■n Wash^ton did not have the Kind of immediate access to the White 
House that, say the French Embassy or the British Embassy, had 
Th.s was completely understandable. I, ,. true that Amhassador 
Grewe saw the President from time to time, bu, , wou ld not say tha, 
the dtrect .mpac, of the German Embassy on the President, except 
» "rtain specific q ues,ions tha, arose and necessitated the Ambassador's 
personal contact with the President, was of basic si g „ificanctT„ 
determining policies or judgments. 

M-Sweet: 1 , ak e it that, in the course of „,. Ple 
relattons with the State Department in the German q uestion became 
very much more close, or is that incorrect' 

^iiterjjille^brand: This , think „ __,_ ^ ^ 
.nevttable development. The State Department, in the nabare of things, 



had to provide ,ho m ain focal point of reeearch and coordlnalion> and 
also the main source of recommendations ,o the President on the German 
and Benin proMem. The role of the Secretary of State is such tha, this 
was not only unavoidable bu, essentia! under our system of government 
As the President came to Know individuals in the State Department, such 
people as Assistant Secretary Kohlor, who p.ayed a hey role along with 
the Secretary and others, his judgment of problems and of how these 
problems had to be deal, with inevitably became affected by his confi- 
dence in the judgments and the knowledge and the recommendations of 
the individuals in th, State Department with whom he was dealing on 
these matters. Hence, this increasingly closer relationship between 
•he President and State Department was an entirely natural development 
and a healthy one. Once the President had gotten to Know his advisers 
and had developed confidence in th em, it made for easier judgments 
and decisions on his par,. One f act about lhe Berl(n and ^^ ^ 
» ... tremendous complexity, both in terms of postwar development of 
a mass of documentation which is still relevant and in terms of actual 
current problems, with their many faceted aspecte . which ^ 
at any point. 

Mr "- SWee ' - : YeB ' l S ^°" «» Berlin problem must have been 
.h= most complex problem the President deal, wi.h in matters of foreign 
affairs during these years. Wouldn't you thin* so? Therefore, from the 
pom, of view perhaps of the future historian, it would be also interesting 
- a case study in how he deal, with a problem that involved the mastery 
of a great deal of detail. Would that be correct ? 

^nuterjiijl^brand: I may be a prejudiced witness on this subject 
but! Know of no other problem in American foreign policy of recent yearl. 
or for that matter of the postwar period, tha, has been both as complex 



bo* a h.stor.ca! complejdty involvjng a tromendous ^ - 

*«. P recede„ t and past prac(icej and also fte — - 

OCCUmne '" 3 hU " d " d *""»« «.™«. o f the Berlin proMem 
— nications , lransporUHon _ acC05stoEas(Berlin ' 

addition to this, there wcr«* ,•„ fi, 

M8hIy comPlicated ,.;;;:: ;i;::; f ;:;r7 dy administration ' 

Soviet Union, , might say ,„„ „ " *"" Berhn <"**• °" «* «•» 

nught sa y , he most protracted high level discussions of 

any subject that too* p, aC e during lM . period " 

Mr^wee, Wonld y ou say that the President mastered this detai! 
to a great extent? aetaii 

Minister Hillen h^^^. Well T t , . , , 

««.:^^z^ : i r^i irr tha ; wwch was 
- S n,,c, s o, this kind „ _ plexity , he :: ,o! ;;;: y ; :r; ,ing 

on ad.ce given hi m 7 the s _ tary „ ^ ^ ' ^ — 

: ,,S " S : 7 '" P ~ - • ^ onic k mind which w l dir 

Millet: Th C si«. e , ksbetWM „ the 
«.«. Khrushchev on June 4 mu6t _ _ . ^ ' * «« «-"»-« 
for the President T , P Psychologically 

recent. ' -"der whether you had opportunity to observe at 
all how his thinking developed in the orrinH • 
meeting. ? ' Pri ° r t0 the Kh —nchev 



Minister Hillenbrand : Well, the Bay of Pigs was, I suppose, a 
traumatic experience for the new administration, but my own lack of 
connection with that event makes it impossible for me to comment on 
how specifically the President reacted to it, other than in terms of 
what I have read in books and newspapers. On the other hand, I do 
think it is fair to say that none of us knew --certainly the President 
didn't know either- -what to expect from Khrushchev at the Vienna 
meeting. Some people thought at the time that the Bay of Pigs would 
inevitably have an effect on Khrushchev's estimate of the President 
and of the new administration, and might make him tougher in the 
forthcoming confrontation than he might otherwise have been inclined 
to be. In the light of hindsight, I think this was probably a correct 
appraisal of the effect of the Bay of Pigs on Khrushchev. I don't know 
what the President, in his innermost thoughts, expected he would be 
able to do with Khrushchev at Vienna. In the briefing materials which 
were prepared for the Vienna meeting, we certainly didn't try to hold 
out the hope of any easy solution to the Berlin problem. The recommenda- 
tions made to the President, which were approved by the Secretary of 
State, were that he. should state the American position on the Berlin 
question in unequivocal terms and make clear that a vital interest of 
the United States was involved in the maintenance of our position there. 
This general approach was one which the President accepted and, I 
believe, carried out in his Vienna talks. 

Mr. Sweet: I suppose, after the Vienna talks and until his speech 
of July 25, there must have been a period of very active thought in 
Washington. Do you have any comments you would care to make on that 
period? 



Minister Hillenbrand: Well, it was a ™ • ., , 
. h™ Tl t Period of more than active 

» ■».,,, dear that « he blunt way in wMch ^^^^ * 

, ^ with - Soviet position . Berlin , wWch ^ J ^ 

o m ake hts remark about the likeHhood o; a coW wjn( t 

prospect of a major crisis . A8 you wm recau _ ^^ - 

thePres.dent, in effect, with a year-end deadline. >™ d 

^ , » T „ . „ 5peaking of the internai thought 7s :: -, 

irrri:;;:;:; ::;: r he em r d *- ,he w ~ — 

w,, K J ° r COnfr ° ntation wit * the Soviet Union 

our position. 7 ' '° m "" n8 tWs chall -ge to 

... "; :;:: :: i,,at ,he secretary ° f sta, < - — - — g 

eU - S - eOVernm<!ntof '"n 1 u la tin grccomme „ aationst 
P.S e a t , courses of ac(ion wMch ^^ _ ^ ns to 

a **y wfcc, as : recall , was named (he , 

G , established und „ the ^^^ direcHon ^ ^^ m g 

Mate. Tms was the forerunner of the Berlin Task For, „ 

in dose coloration with the White Hous H " """^ 

McOeor g e Bnndy who was c„ar g e db " p' " ""'^^ "* M " 

- — - - St a t e cl : ;:: :i:: h rr ing 

: ; —he, of the Interdepartmcn,,, C^Z^ ^ ' 
ft. Secretary made a statement on behalf of the President A h 

- - T *-» a P to the seventh floor of the State Zr^T" 

th.s Interdepartmental Coordinating Groun We c 

«««. *. coordination of a report ./J""* ^ ^ Ch "«- ""«•>* 
a report to be made to the President within a 



very tight deadline, I think it was abouf . * 
■nvolved working ataost around the clock be • 

...... «, ,. ,,„. „ „, ,.„„, j^,::::, rrir;: 

=:*. h jnr — ■"- : -- 

line for the fir«?f n f fi, P * The de ad- 

~Por, wh c ^ a ^ '^ — ' *•*- ** ... 1,6,. THs 

** ^ me ei : r; h :ir oth d ~- ~ —■- « • 

^J^iSiSiHiUenbrand: This was all before the , v 

-k place on Ju l y 25th; this meetjng _ 7;; J^f • T - — 
-Ok piece at the White House under the Pros id „ * "" m ° e " n6 

-Ue the report, it was general* fel, * ^"J ",T , "' n,MP - 
»e other high officials present re " "" " "* 

— together a ^l^J^T^^^T T 
was required before th~ v ; further working out 

q a before the President could actually take th P H 
which were suggested by the report So the " 

• ~. .«.. ..,.,,.;::„.:: r::,;r;;rr *••■■■-■ 
.: :r::„:' i~ - - *—- ." 1:™;;:; 

sxdent s famous speech of the 25th of July, l 96l Th - , .„ 
the basic U.S. nolicv on r- ^.^61. This laid out 

*• policy on Germany and Berlin in the light of the V 
meeting. gm o1 the Vienna 
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-call an ything about tha , mee[ . ng ? ' """ »• -P..CI.. Do you 

Mini ster Hillenbrand- As I recall f v 

-■c-^r^^r^;. to b e uk ; : t was devo,ed ,o a 

««.- as an adviser on a „ urnber of .^ ""^ >*" - «-■ «™. 
-en, had asiced hi m to undertake ^^ ""«»»•". -ch .he Prcsi- 

<»* .he discussion o, .he Tell - ""' "^ * "" *"•"«» "= «™ 

-d .o add his adwc .o h ! J """ " *" "^ *"" ~, 

1Ce to that obtaaned from the Sf*f« n 
».p.Hn»n«. of .he g o V ern m en, A big pro ' DePartment »" »*« 

men.ion. was wh a. .ho Unned s«.t.. h I " time ' ' "^ 

<*>« .ha., apar. ,ro m poIiticaI and " "«• '« -s quite 

"sponso by the United sta£es wou]d be J reSP °— ■«»• -"HlUry 
<«1 -Ui.a ry acion hu. STO kind of T^"' ' " ""' """ '""' 
0-dina.od .0 .he y ear-e„o d a dl " "" bU ' ldUP ' ^ ™" "• 

- addition .o this th 2 Cadlme S " PUlated ^ C "^™an Kh ru s h ohev. 
* PolUical aci ds ^^ ' '^ « '""- *" "»»*>* ^dup 

«^». u P on ,e ; ::: r"—* - - — — . - 

«■*. —en. w :::::~r ,h which ,h * uni,ad 

™» »«*. f ro m .ho mi li.ar y buiIdup ' Th Iem ' S ° aS '° «« ' h « 

«-.-. feu^as, ^o rS eI re , ry ; s I: A T" e ; asI ""»- -- 

problem. SWassasai*^^ Acheson's analysis of the 



Minister Hillenbrand- There 

^ I T^TITZ: „ ° f ° rmal kee P in S of "cords, 

recall. In other words, there wer P „„ a * ■, _, 

....... ....... ..,.„„ . ,„ y ,„,;-;r::r -~ 

meeting, were either meetings of the Nation,, « • 

„f „ National Security Council, or 

of a segment of the National Security Council and the H •■ 

were then reflected in what were called N °" t3j<en 

memoranda. Xhese were norll l y T "'^ ^ "*» 

^re generally circulated to ^^^ ^^ ^ '*- 

•" *. memories of those who participated """"" ^ 

P JrT^ APPr ° Xima,e ^ *"• «•- elapsed hetween the 
no rod o£ your mee(ing wi(h (he pre5iden( ^^ ^ 
-meeting on Ju ly 26t , Do you _ „_ ^ _ ^ ^ 

Minister Hill«nh~..^. w „ . . 

reasIT^ " rly 6aSy to explain. One 

=.x:::: ;:rz:;;r - - -• - - *— 
- ~, c. ... ....... :rr;;:r:i::,r:;:r 

mentioned was that t>,« r> -j e P°rts which I 

was that the President accepted its recommendation that the 
U.S. proposals on a military huildup a„ d on a concomitant political 
program should he presented to our N AT C A l, ie6 . A .^ J " 

*-» on which Mr. Kohler was the A merican representative and Is 
H d , paris wi(h cerman _ ^^^ ^ ^ was 

P-pare for a four^ower Poreign Minist „ s , ^^ ^^ ^ 



AL 



«■ -o^ a6 fren2ied dipIomatic ll;;^-- - -*- - - t 

".her , han in the United *' '«* P'ace in P aris 

a' an y m ee,in g s in the ^ ~ ^^" «* none o, us was ,_, 

— ** - -r .*.. t on;;;r;r;:r 6 quite ciear *- *• 

». «- >on g r e P o„s every day from p „ ' 3 7« " - — • 
-.ructions (rom Washington on the no v "' ^ 

*-§=*£ Did the 8 WaU I" P °— hich wo we« .„ take . 

^^^T^~^ C J '7 — " i- Perhaps the wrong 

-««». ci ear to many j us 7 h ; s a su ; p -^ in "*** «.™. it had 

that the East Gemanp Wh ° ^^ *""»« W " h <»* Berlin pr o blem 

— «** som zirir the sowet uni ° n — *- - * 

was re.ching ataost run ^ "—"»^ Ac- of refugees, wMeh 

- constanLj: ^^Z^T ^ "' ' " 61 - 
growth of the ODR lt had ^ '*"" *» goring 4, 

o* ten yeara or njre ^ f d " " imPreSSiVe »*" — « I"*- 

PO^ion „ the £ a " T d h f d — " » — 1 —on of the 

— as "^m^:; urin . 6 the summer of ,961 - -« — 

— . s^^TotTn : rr irrr - ° f - - 

WMeh made many peopIc dec;de to ^ -ho:o g ie a] p he„o m e„on 
a little longer. This leH , * " rath " than wait 

»• CD R which el I " CXPlOSiVe OUtPOUri " 6 °' ""-" <™ 
"aderthe e cond t • ' ' "^ 

6 State was not to melt away 



<^? 



:i;::r;:: B ;2-,r -— • -;:ri 

.o I uJ 1 an I T "^ ""^ **" "™ <° »* attention, 
^n* it is an accurate statement to say that th. w » 

a»t ilT^r^r^, „ , *" qUeStl ° n ' b « «f. not one 

very well personally h#»r-=>„o~ t 
island off the coast of r W " Si '" ng on an 

~ g e ^ Pal ^r' 3 ^ AUgUS ' "■ ^ *— * *~ - 

-**- . ,n cif z:~z ::: ~- ■ - *— 

— that. x ^ _ fcnow abou - - -f--- ~* 

happened. What fc a _, he da ^ ****** " 

^ * w « a t happened thereafter, ~r 

- 1 — „.„, te^onit;; firrcr witwn a £ - 

n~u gh , me oac k to Was hi „ g to». curtailing ££ ^~ ** 
on A„ gU8t 13 OI t „ the immedjate ^J^ y *>». -u. I was not there 

~^ °°you r «canw tatayyourcto „ ed , 

Minister HiH.,,1, ... j d , 

-el^^T or 18t :j ~« - — *» nnt „ mus , 

iS^as bo you know whether serious consideratiM _ ^ 
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"i *e time to knocking down the Wall, by lhe President? 

Mi^auenh^: This was ohvioue* one of the theoretical 

Place in the Whit. » ■ ? reactions, which took 

the White House xmmediately after August 13. It is cmite cl 
anyway that this course of action was rejected I th» L k 

and migh t have necessitated the continued use of fore. •♦ . 

™ T — .... «":::',: r: :ir 

:::z~:::irr.iT-' •':-'■■ '•-■'• -••■-'• 
—.., ,.„. „«.... „„. :.:::::;:r;i::;r.™ - 

ne wall, I think most people who were aware of «,,. ,-.- 

Berlin a. that particuXar time do not fee, la, s ^ ^ '" 

have heen effective. I recaU , ha , G *" ""^ **** """"^ 

as much ,n a television broadcast which I heard H. • „ 

.he response of the Allies to the Wa U . ' '"'' "^"^ 

te, Was the German government particular* active in this 
period ,n pressing or presenting its views to the President, 

i^termienbrand: Do yo „ mean on the WaU? 

Mr^Sweet: On the w«u and on related subjects. 



On the other hand, to my knowledge, the- German r 

posed . W v • , German Government never pro- 

posed that physxcal action be taken to remove the Wall. 
Mr. Sweet: By September 14 when .h„ <: • . 

Is that not correct ? * RUSB ' an8 °° B « lin - 

Hi^Je-HiUenbrand; Tha „ s substantially correct Jud™ , 
vary a. ,o how much, by this point, the Berl' "^ 

Th»„ i. j v Berlin crisis had actually eased 

r;n ■• "~~" ~ - - ~ ~«- - - £ ~ 
--. —*, „..„ M :™ r„ ™,r;r.r 

=::= :r-::rr:r?r r::: '- :r 

'recently nsed at this time - that w "" ei " > " 8Si< "' W " 

,h„ e • . W " e ° n a c "Ui=ion course with 

h ad I 8 '. " that ' * thCy ™ - «* ~ -ea, to g T 
ahead a peace trMty ^ ^ Easj , 

they earned, to tnrn over all responsibilities for Allied access to th 
-* °—« • - ~~ 6 oin g ,„ be in a first-class crisis ZVu h 

^harrsZ-— r — :r;.s 

neral Assembly which opened in September, I96I 
MUjweet: Yes, in speaking of the easing „f the crlsi8 , me , 
-^T -t there had been an agreement ,0 J. and t ^^2, 



« 'Ms p«. riod the p re5ident h 

". .-Hht ta , alke ^ the Ru6s; ; n " ly **"* "~ -« -a, 8hould 

Mi nister HiUenbr^^ . We „ aa 
-""•-^^^ o/s^eltr " e ° e taUtS W8re CO "- 

^3^ lednota6negotiations ; '--^- o r o myko . Theywere 

-ause « had proved ^.^ tQ T". ^ "~ — ^eloped 

-y «... So tne Se e al I 7 ^ "" '"'^ " *" — 

- —, to pr0 oe and ^^^1^^" " ^ "" *^ 
'or thinking that . more ^ Cth " «"»« «• any basis a, aU 

^ad ,o a tMol „ tton of (h ^ ^ ° f — *« "«" *. Soviets eould 

Waste™ powers PrOWem WWCh "*«* ^ -P* to ,„e 

-.^^j^errrrL^r^-- 

Had withdrawn , he yeap _ d "' <™y announce th a t they 

" y^^7ZZ~,u- announcements or releases, 

* -* "caU e,ac tIy how , he ^^ ^ ^ "^ »~* 

- they le « lt be fcnown. during the faU "^ " ^ — ** ' «** 
going on between the Secretary and ,h I *'««*». were 

Oro myko . tneyear-enddeaZ;:: IT^r F ° relgnMi " iSt " 
resolution o{ „ proWera ^ be ^ """ * » "» **» *" eotne 
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M^eej: At the to f the deadliMj ^^ ^ f 

;:: °: r thTeat - the Ru °° ians ^ - *•" — — 
L n r to the GermanB wwch — a * - * - *» *. po SBi . 

™* of bUatera, approach with the Germans. 

MinisterJ^en^ WeU> x would ^ ttat in ^ ^ 
™ddymg ae waters . Tfce December 2? memorMdun J 

"i:^* roie * i - °< - — *-~ - «. 

i&_S-~£: Was the President himself interested „, ., ^ ^ 
^rJS&Sb^ OH yes, he wa9 during tWe perfod inten 

Berim ; problem. The December „ memorandum obv , 

"'r ^ ,hC WU * »<""* *» • "Hefing on the memorandum and ita 

Xi;?; for This was done> l tMak; in a paper 

«*.«. but. aa I said, it became dear from the contents of tbe memo- 
randum that it didnH make any real ^^ ^ % ^ ™ 
Cerma no, Be* probIems , ,__ „ _ ^ ^ 
the traditional Soviet position. 

pJrf 532 * ' notice that the frequency oI your »-»«• -* «- 

Pres.den, mcreased a g oo d deal at the beginning of .,62 during the first 
Phase oftheTbompsonsoundingsinMoscow. 

AprU 16,h you are recorded as being with the Presidents times, 
and t was an o£f . tWecord Berun sessioa oa MMch 

1962. wuth V,ce President Johnson present and numerous other very 
hagh off.cials. I wonder if you would care to sunrise what this 
actmty was focused on at that time. 

Ministerjimesbran* After the departure of Foreign Minister 
Hussions with the Soviets wouid have to take place-etiU in the category 
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of so-called exploratory talks. It was drri* a *v 
co^c t .ese te MoBCO „ batwee „ Z^^ *~» * °- - 

P™ W e m8 . because ,, m e an t that very ,' ; nted t " rt ™ "••— 
-en,. Thi8 meant , in e£fect> va th / pres . cl by ' he U " S - G °—- 

d — - —o„ , or his use in each y ; ;;; sid ;; ™ ly ' before 

- «... ^-.ta. was done in the Berlin Ta ";; o -; ™ — * 

•"••ang.tath.Trut.Hbu... Many of ,h ft, " ta " 

- - connection with the ..J^ "^ » ** - refer 
"ructions, which were th. approval of these in- 

M, Sweet J;;,;; ^ ^^^ <° ^°ass a dor Thomson. 

-=^ he ™:r: rr get in — in - — - ~i 

^^^-^iH^rand: Oh ves w„ , 

,~^z^z „„';:„: :r;;; -„»•>••■••- « 
:*::.::::':r;rr:*'-™'- ■•»««-.:=":':.. 
■— - — "."• - r::;.:;',":,—': - - 

each me e,ing in Moscow. A mba ssador T . ""* "* "*'• "*« 

- w^. which ha . to he anatr/a r:::: 10 - 8 reports back 

instructions for the ,.^ round , '• d "" «^P«««- °< the 

.o which y on referred was no, as „ a T ' " "" ~ *" ^ ™- 
-*s hut in preparation for [he meeu ^7~*" ** «» Moscow 

-eduZed ,o h a y e with F orei g n Mi ni s t e r C^i 7 " * ^ ~ 
£ °' *" »~^. «• Geneva w as not specifi!^ " ""^ 

rather the fact that the cycle of disa *•«••«».- Berlin bu , 

Point where it „ as decided ! , *"™»«* »e go .i a , ions had peached . 
eourse. „ was 7 ec ^ "» *»•««» Ministers shouM raect . of 

record lmm ed ial e ly .hat this wo„ ld provide . vory goQd 



- f^s. z:r tho g ~ - - -« - - — - - 
-.^SEsjr fc u r^ - ~ — - 

add this added to the complexity of „*»• • G «™ans. I might 

«*— of the Ambassadorial tM : P r; r d ;;z 8 ; 

'ory talk, the sectary had dev * >"• • *> *. «**>»- 

fc ™ rt on a « antative ba8is to the L,nT: h "' he had put 

*~ — w b .„ grindlng _ ; ; ea ri;;r :;:;;;-- 

P~po sal , OP an intarnational ac „ 8s ^ J £ »• ■«» « *«. 

could be reached. agreement 

» seems that Chancellor Adenauer, who had a 
snowing the discussions with the * n °' "^ 

became aware o, this pro , f "" " ^ *""***• '"^ 

wn as of cert H Pr f ° h POeaI f ° r " "—-' *"... Authority as 

- ~—r r: r^irr like r The method - 

^-Press. This created the J;:;::Zi::;;:—t^ 

i::: n an B ;;:nr,„T? time - The — - - --™ ::- 
-*- - -i: ::i:r :,r:;: r hw — th * ■*- 

-ssA„thori t ycrisis.orwhate.ry:;i::i::;rtlrewas 



** - — . ,..„. ... :rr;r::::r;r - 
-J^f; r 7ou •;""••' "• -■"-' •■->•■ »™"- 

matters oi the press leaks? 
Mini8tejjffillcnbra nd; We „ . 

<=«.,»... to makc morc di „ icult ;;; ation * «"- ••«- «*. . -..«.„.,. 
-, had in6ured that Cc ; man 2^;;- »-•■—« - u.s. Mt that 

•*" **.. _ f ully 8afeguard '— ^ - - -— - *-, 
ni«cant concessions, and a, the "^ "° '*•" 

— — .^. : ::::: r; z r n a ™* 

'" "» *»«. would i„evi ta b ly bave to bcar ^" maJ ° r " UCI °" — 

burden. , thlnk th(J Pres , ' h ° heav '"' "s P o„sibi lity and 

cH.«c,. n of the D s Z CalCUlat0d l6ake Md '"^^ 

ne u,i> * government of a rathnr. t 

-— B„„n duri „ g this Peri0 d.r; l : : natu - ■«* " 

contribution. r6ally a Ve] V he Vul 

^jx^ing oy the German Embassv ,,f f i, 
in Washington tended to em I, ■ ^drxpartite discussions 

™ e , - P a rti rr:::i;;r;::r;r.T than th * *- 

S1 ncewe„ eren , treadi he . " <*«*• However, 

knowing tWs , aItho h , 6 amS ' *«• — "o -re basis for 

On tne o th er band, £ fou f "" ""' """^ 

'He souring „f th e a lo h """^ """"^ ta »•■"•*<». and 

ta05Ph " e WWCh "-^My to „ k piace because of tbe 
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leaks crisis did not have any basic efW* 

BobrynJn on July , and lnat " d » * ~— • between Mr. Kennedy and 

— — . MW ; obry ;:; :;;;;;- — - - — - - 

^SSiSiHjiiUesArand; Theee . „ .„_ ° n w»h the talks. 

* -^^7^ tinuat ZZ™ Arabassador Dobr - in 

-*-««*. t alks in Celva ^ "£ » ^ - - - 
^ Bobbin, the new Soviet ^J^ £ ^" — ~ 
-n o, hei ng a much better _ , han He 2Z h 7 ^ a rOPUta - 
« a certain point, « might be P . e " SS ° r - » «• *>lt that, 

,-" — ' «• »...,..,: : :;:: :;r ••' - *••• - 

t- *"x Lnese meetings in WaeH» * 
Cerent ,ro m when ^ JJ/ "^ «' °»vio usly -newHat 

— were no lon g er r^lLT- """ " " "^ **" t ^ 
^n g points paper wnicb wa Ve, J 2T "" "" " "^ 
•boss -.«*,. in wMch he ^'J^. *"' ** °» 8 "»««» *» 
when J>e was the principal „ „ ^ P " n "> aI P««.«P«.. or for the President 

<a*in g points paper. Ohvioosl, aI] oth „ aspel o th 7T " "" 
were discussed that were pertinent a, the tl L """ ^^ 

I m^h, reiterate that Berlin, as I have indicated is a 
station. While talks were proceeds „ "*" C ° mpIi " ted 

to Berlin. For example • M " ™ Ch ' ] « was happening relevant 

'be air corridor ToT ^ ^ ~ "" ^" "arrassments - 

80mg ° n »"» to -— IX with the Rusk^ko talks in 
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Ceneva. I» fact it was probably because of , he i„, 

-» *-*. on tWs eubject lhat fto ^ ~-- -» ■ Secret 

- - end. WM, , can,. without having som t J d ~ ^ ^"^ 

«« ot her major threats or harassments go : ;';;-» - *™ 

'»e wa y . which also bad to be discussed J the ^ , H """ " ^ *~" 
Preparation for the fau „ ioM ^ Dob J; Wh ' *-. --. •» .be 

— a Uyspeaking , meeting8atthe - ose A ; i ; n m t at<ir<1 "-- 

- Just one subject. There were usually aev a h themBeW 

that had to be discussed at tb """^ *> r ° bl °™ 

discussed at the same time ti,o j . 

and the Berlin Task For, quadripartite mechanism 

- — ba r a S :ir ;nr:; :i: nging up — — ~ 
- - p~ si de„t te decision , e ;::: :— ; d - - - - — 

Solved, no, only in these _.„.„ expIoratoy P - h J" ~«V 

~e would formulate the U S no ••• ■ harassment and how 

body of contingency p an!w U T " e ' ab ° ra " n8 "" *"* ^^ 

mechanism. and J s f (o "" "^ ^^ »' * »• -dripartite 

Council in Paris. eXteM ' * "' ^ A *" - *• ^TO 

Mr. Sw eet: Thps*. K^„<- 

« ^^ » -~ : ::" : :~ ne d :: th ° pr — - 

did a fairly short summ, "ample, on the Berlin matter, 

y snort summary generally suffice ? 

^iSiSLmiUn^ni: That would vary with the s „ • 
I think i, fair to say that the P •- subject to be covered, 

papers if that were Ci ed t ^ " "" "^ readi " 8 1 "*»" 

--^verybu;;:::?;j:;;r :r; ,he — - 

w,n in short space. 9<> much the bett , I^ T^"" " ^ 
some degree upon oral ^plifications of written m , 7"" """ * 

— - - - -, ly to ,0 ^^:::z:^::- 



|al 
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also, to a considerable extent «„ w ~ 

— «.. .... - __ Lr:,:r::;:r - - — 

Minister HiUenhr.n^. j tM . 

- - *,, Permit too mu ;;;; la r:r y ; d :;r r were of a 

"gnizant of their basi c seriousness On " h T ' "" "*"""' 

•he impression o, b ei„ g in M Z"' ' "" ^^ «"* 

overmen by th e co m Ti V ^ "" '^'^ "" °< "<" ^°S 

generally affable one. As I said M r * "^ ^ 

S X said earlier, meetings in the Whit* w 
were not formal in fi, white House 

-or,e „.:;;:;;:;;;:: :: they resui, * d in * - °< -— --. 

deeision-n^. The ^ '" ~" "*" » *■*"««."««« ,or m o, 

-o W ere t nere ss fc e d ^^ e " eC '' "^ *» «" - *™ 

Mr. Swee,- , not T ""' "^ "^ " M ° <"=""<-• 

"-^^uen lr J "^ ^ ^ P ~"« *— 
r Mr « Kohler went to Moscow I «,„„„« .v 

bec r °: your added -~««« * .ne ^ss;j n rzr was 

P rtly that, in the late summer and fall of l962§ we were . 

mto a very active period. Hrst the. ^ fi0ing 

because we soon got into the Cuban situation T 

- the discussions in the Whice House be "" inV<>1Ved ^ "^ 

House, because it was not known whether 
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or not the Soviets would react to what w a i. 

Putting th e heat on U8 in BerHn " ha ^ eni « g * and about Cuba by 

Secretary and other officials were very J ""^ "" ^^ ** 

Wni.e Ho.se indoding two on ^ ™ — -e,i„g S In lhe 

»-» to comment on the effect of the r k " ^ W ° U ' d 

and German discussions . ^ "^ ^—ion on the Berlin 

MiBiJterHilienbrand- Of ,. 
nappeTe^^—^t^" Ur "> "" ""' ^ ^ «' «*". - 

on .he Berlin access route r " " ^ '""' ^ ""*» 

routes, recommendations were m a j * , 
which coold have provided the oasis for hi s d "" Pr "' d " t 

■«ry. Ohvio usIy , here aea . HlS deC1S '° nS h ao *e y been 

-e M „„ n in ^ l^ -".*- « - «—* -h oor A1 „ es> 

sned in the BerHn crisis ^ ^ "'^ -"'<*' ' — 

were concerned was tv.-,*- *i. 
~ prepared to interpose i, nnclear d ^^."" *" "~ «" »••• 
the element of risk for the So • . ^ WWch C ° Uld "ise 

a«ord. in terms of thei „I " ^ " """ *" "^ ™« ~ 

"nder heav y pros ^ ratlOMl eValUa " " "' "" ^^ <° - « 

w e^acXL iv : : -:r;- as such - — - - -. 

- ~ or what the hasic JcC^C^T* ^ " ~~ 

"«- **. d.„ now that, once the Cohan cr wa " ""' ^ " *™ 

"7 ted "* '- - — -nation g radna lly cease J 7 "" *" 
role ,n Soviet ,hi„ ki „ g . The Soyiets> |n """ <° «** ■ PHmar y 

as pu..i„ g ,he Bcriin prohiem on the hac, hnrllr G " ^ ^ ^"^ 

natnre of the BerHn proMem in terms of arriving' a, 77 "" """" ^"^ 

"ivmg at a formalized agreement 
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™:r :;::: ~ :;: z:- b - — •• - 

stances. be ° b ' ained m «" the circus 

-*^5; ;;: t ;:;r *• ta ^- ^ <- *— - - 
- —-. :r::r: °: atienti<m sw " ed * "- - 

< —~ * V- ha.e any _ nts J mak ; Il^Te 7" ^ 
to that. he Pre sident reacted 

Mini ster Hillenbrand- u« 

*dn't yet definitely know tha, the B ,■ " °' W3> ™ 

** as the Soviets I ere co ^ *' ^ «* ~ " «- ** — as 

problems i„ voIving Berfin up f or decisio „ ' , """ "° "»*» 

°' the President you will ' „ ^ " "" CaIe " d " 

^ the White House bed P ° int ' "* "** «** «- 

-^ ~teTr^;:ri:r c r * - — - 

handling of specific proMems ^ T "*" **" "** *° 

question, I re aUy don't ha ' ™ " PeCWC reSP ° n " *> '°« 

reacted to the Vrl Q "**" '° "" * W h ™ *• *-«- 

-eady Knot! .*-"*— T ^ other than „ ha , i s generalIy 

Period, as for ma „, n """' leaders ° £ *»■ 

tor example. Chancellor Adenauer. 

ISsi&USSsSsssS, This gets into a rather delicate area „ 
■t » Perhap. , omewhat presumptuous to attemot t 

reec, to each other. We can', L n ? """" W indiWdual > 

We can ,, .ft., all> see ^ ^ 
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»« always an area of privacy here. 1 think it ,. . . 

*•« was a certain proMem o£ ag , J^"^' '° »» "«"«. «-« 
-o was really several generations J^fn^ "^^ 
Chancellor Adenauer nan always emphas sdhi. Ade " aU - 

wen with Presiden , EisenWer _ ^ ms J • WU. he go, alon g 

SWP ' "» ~ «"* - "any cherished duri„ g the « f^ " eIaei0n " 
"on. was that with Secretary of State Du „ e6 ,t, "T" idminiStra " 
-a. tne relationship which developed ^ ^ «"* ~ can say 

President Kennedy was never one of ' AdmaUer "* 

amount of „ respect 'J™ *™ -™* - one of a certain 

- —SS wMch hi: b e dtrr:: t p r med th ° -~ - 

- -. ,e theory of summitry ^ fw^ ^r " ' ^ " 

heads of governments are likelv to h c °" d '"°ns meetings of 

y to be mos ' fruitful. Th» f.„. • . t 
Chancellor Adena,,— , ■ , fact ls that 

^ut off more Z "j^ » f ~ ^ ^ " — - 
difficulties. The Pres'd . "*" ""^ ^ "-*' P"— 

f acil^ a ,t U rm nE r; » "-"•*■«• *—■*«. with hi. 

X at turning a phrase and his gift f or bei - n „ a ,. , 

override the real difficulties which L^ h ' "^ '° 

—- -"Yemeni en rr a r n 'd 

visits, in immediate retrosoect Understandings, these 

- always well ^ ^^S^*'—' " " ^ ~~« 
anything ahout the trip of he P , "°" ^""^ * «* ~ 

That was really suds ' '° ^"^ * *" °< "«• 

"-w^;r y :;: t T^^ thatitde6e " es —- 

— you want to comment on it at this point » 

^^^^^-bran^: As visits of heads of „ a 

leads of government go, this was 



deep impression on the President ^^ "*' lri < • correspond, 

r*" — - — - P-« - £ ^^ f^" "^ 
' "" '»«*'- «» *. Prepara ti ons for th e vi.„ oe , D =P"«men t . 

- then g o, very much caught up ^ ™" "f" ^ »«-^«. 

« ~ -• Mne„ has be en wriln Z t ! /l L^ ""■ ^ ^ ^ 

: eo - — *- «• —* we U _, but , ri^r; no point 

the visit did mark a ™,*i, • .1- at » in a sense, 

— «. oe;::; : ;:; ;:rr nt of presideM k — •— 
« — - „ _ have had ; c :r::;ir~: Had he -- 

questions involving the Germans. a PProach towards 



2^^^^.^~-i*-.. 



P^nent but Bnnde stag de P n t ie s I^ " ^ ""^ "* ^^ 
drawer. Did that m v P " ' S ° mellmes ■«* even from the top 

& !2 H fflH w ; xZle; T y ° UdeSCribethat? 
«• -^^noTI.Trw.e reCOgDiZed V " y «'* » 

-si.or. f ro m OeJl lo n T^ * "^ "^ ™* * .noee 
'Hi. reepec, He was Te rv "" "'^ "" °" "' *» « * * 

o- - oerman-n i:r trrr r ~— ° i - 

decided adv a „ tage . particularly ^ ^ f °"* .^ — ™ a 

«- -wn g as many Germans a ; possibl h ob :r r:r; »- — ■«. 

statement of the America • • ^ an auth °ritative 

cap-, and ^ J^~Jt ^ ^^ * " ~ - 
P~ce Ss . and Ib eiieve tb e ^^l^ZZ^^ 
-n, ednca.iona, ro.e «„ play in ^ „J^ ^ ^ ' «*>r «-P~- 






There was, of course, an additional factor. Becau,. r «. 
hiatn^r „<• , because of the post-war 

history of our relations with Germany, dating back to ft 
Hi«K c . g ° the occupation and 

ttigh Commission periods, the n^Tr, a „o , 

'Hat they d rop in at Washington a „ d se b ;; m P a a " °< *"* '"" - - »-«- State, 

-*-. as Ugh up the w g as the ; ;r~— ; -*■— 

is a f M «, • . Pe 1S no doubt bu t that it 

» * *a th e r m the cap of any ^^ ^^ 

nvr cou r " he can eet im ° the «- *- - — p* : : 
-c: :::rc r :::; rr rr the r ° und in b °- - - 
:: : p : weeks ""• He was proud * - - - - - - -/I 

thtrty-three » ute with the President< ^ n P 

-»U. of t„ at time had been spen( in (he men , s poom ^ J < 

s rr- tunk it,s w to say that -«■ -- — - »- 

V =« a g Ge may have been a difflcuit exactjon ^ 

n. s very busy scheduIe , in practjcaUy every ^^ ^ 
*-*-.- te rm6 . ^ cting the attitudes of the ^^ V « 

M^eri Was he on . p , rsonal basis ^ cer -. 

dld h -= have any German friends who had entree , ».• ■ 

eMree '° hlm *" »•««• He knew 

Minister Hillenh ^r^. j believp ,, 

^11 iHnaTI^nrr fair to * "' " °" """ "*" '""^ 

Willy BranHt • . therefore never any question, when 

I s " e j: :;: m e united sut - ™»- *• —• — . .. h aPPy 

mm. Zatfe persuasion by ^ state Departmen( _ ^^ 



»c ^TZ D l d thBy W *" h — — - -ame President, 
so lar as you know? 

-«> c„ mplete a „ urance , however _ but x have no jnf y*- 

indicate that they had known each other before 

»J5S. ? How active was the G — — - «* *~ 

Minister Hil]enhr,nrf. The Gern ,.„ _ . 

'° belbTetogeta^adin; o "" """^ V " Y hapPy 

get aieadmg German politician in to see the President lam 

-re the y did not hesitate to indicate to the interested part, that ,he y ha 

:::r::; f r ; order to — "-• ™- * ~ - -- - 
-:; r;rdr;:i:nnieT anorAmeric - a -^- 

,o oh, ■ • y "-'"cession of the State Department 

«° obtam appomtments for many German po li, icians who „ * "7* 

House for appointments. 

^ Taking the Kennedy years as a whofe, wouid yon say tha, 
h Present had a German poHcy within . larger ^ „ ^ ^ 
Von appra.se * in those term. ? Or was i, pretty much because of the c,r 
cumstances an ad hoc meeting of crisis situations , 

J^J^^^ , suppose it js faJr (o say ^^ 
o ome degree a function of events. One does no, come into ofLe with a 
fuU-biown pofccy whether i, reiate to Germany or Prance or any other 
country Generated poficy. , he kind of poiicy that you find in cot y 

duZthl K 1 *" h reSPCCt t0 °"™»>' — «« "-.oped 

6 thC Ken " edy Peri ° d -" *«»"* -^eloped in direct reaction to 



an immediate need, but the implications of „ i- • 

»uch broader than the Mnds JL^Z. !T" "'" ^ '"^ 
I *- * - * dear th a. t h e Pr ^-sT """ *" P ° UCi °°- 

* BeHin „ou„ no, We Been ^sl^ZZ^ " "" ^ 
-ati^ dormant, such , it was in ^ ^^ ^ « -~ 
tend to formulate with more nr^' • . U alWays 

— -a. _ ai;; r:r;r; po ; icy is whe - - *- 

fences, and so on. This is in ft . °' n ° tCS ' g ° <° " '°' °< ««" 

— nt, formuia.ions J^ ^^ " ^ ' '^ *" "" 

P -e , it had oot heen ^Z^^T* ~ >~ — 
Vienna meeting. P ° f ° Ur res P°^e to the 

MEiJweet: To what degree would you sav «, 

Master HillenbrgnH- From th. K • • 
^Z^^ZZy much mn8 " ^ admi —°" 

as President of the Unite StaTes ^T^ " ^ """"^ ^ »" 
* an y gi .en crisis situation Ibel 7 "" " "" ^ d ~"« 

PonsihiU. a str ong sense T/e n le IT ^ ^ ^ ~" 
«°ns for the Amerie, , ""^ Md a Str °"s sense of the implica. 

-*« — - ~ —V .o ma k e ^ ^TV "^ 
««ain circumstances, „ ^ be ,„„„ ,„ J^" ^^ *"'• * 
basic security and our .I,-,-.. ' con6tit ntnn our 

a situation. ^Z^^T ^ ^ " ~" * 
-advance and ^J, ^ Z ^^ " "" " " '^ ~^ 
— - forces in an y ^T^^Z^ZT, 

~ in - * -*- < «- - — nt inevit:;;::;:: 
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] °°^, problem6not<)nIy 

*»». of th. .on, ranga implicaHone 2 "—-Ut. Solution bu[ jn 
»<•« c ircumstances wWch *" °*» '""»«- he 8howed 

- *. ^ ted stales , he wao ~;;° -«-„„, vital to the aec 

•««««.« w aving our J^lrJlt a„T Sh T Wh ° W ° U,d "-' "- * 
. " **« - nucIear equa(ion imm ; ^ ™ P ** «« « we, prcpared 

ab ° Ut the B "*» ■*•»«« that ,t did both WaS ° De "' "» «**» 'Mn gs 

»-'. - I tMnk in the estima(es ' » P^r «Utf. ia press treat . 

- »— s tates , rai8e the °< - y~. - *. ^ Union and 

«• -. - —„ partly due :: -7-- — °* - SPO , 

and "» S °^< "*-. Moreover b h """ f °"" " «" *■*" St ates 
*»* *.i» viU. interests were jn ; o ° th rf "" «»-. «» *«, declared 
'-. — Phere about ever ; J 01 "" " "» ■«»«-. TM, cre at e d . 

- — in tbe rath „ ;;;;— r - - BarUn probIemf which 
*• — . in *. fMt that eve p n m a n ;;— ' - icb lt alwayB got in 

— **- ly into froM page etor J* '-oan ts in Berlin wepe w<)wn ^ 
I think that the Presided r». 

- Kh^chev. , at thar ;; °:r ed ' •"■* - — confrontation 

*- State, There „ as> flrst ;;: ;-- - - n,„, ary mig „, „ f ^ 
3 qUeS "° n <* °««min a tion an(J ^ *«« -«**».... w hieh was 

««a in e x , rema c onU n gencics .. con ; n t ; ^ «» -lea r weapon mder 
— Ives and , ba , we wouW cert ° a [ mgen " eS '"*. « »o„ ld neve, se e k 

«—- . ^-interest, to a.o id 'I; ' ^ * »™ " « °»n 

«' -H, ary strength _ ^^ *» Po-We. Tbe seCMd aspect abou( 

-". P e ti „on for general ^^^ ' - an o„,« nd<mt arms race> _ 

— «-a 8 ,eeono miC a bundance , ^J ^^ *— ^tes. 

c< -o^r onomy,h — < ™n g 
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! with the same kind of strained distorted imh„i 

■nstorted tmbalance as that of the Soviet 

Union, could easily diver, a portion of its resources from e- r 
a larger arms program. This could be done JZ °" "* 

« ~y. whereas for the Soviet ^Z^ZZ^^T " 
sources to military use would cause a further onba, ■ 
delicate economic structure. Thi s J^jTl"" " "" ^^ 
-. we, into the U. S. military buil^ I *-»>*>•. masoning 

-e both a direct and an induct ^^2^^^ " 
e«ec. was that the military buildup, and particula ly ,h " 

our forces in G e ™, • Particularly the augmentation of 

ces Germany, was intended to impress the Soviet Union with 

u 1 r USne 7 f ° Ur inten " 0nS - Tta S — — «. -. we were 
bu.ld ng up our forces there and obviously not Jus, for fun. The second 
effect was to foreshadow the possibility of even m 

«*, - Soviet Union could no, hopl t l^ "' "" "~ 
-Sly know with any certainty, the ^J^ZIT^ 

-* ^sult in the muljc 1 ^ IclT " "^ "" "» 
P^ed a role in ,ha, tempering of ZZZ^ZZ ^b "^ 
the latter par, of 1961 I, ma , ,. " ™ S1S » a ' «™ about in 

venture but th' ' ^ eVentMUy <° W * ^a„ 

venture, but this is purely speculation W» >, 

-th any certainty. W< = h ave no way of knowing this 

So coming back to the original question. I think it is fair t 
«He President, employment of our nuclear capaci^ 7 ^ 

- the Berlin situation was a very measured and telp rcd ' WeaPO " 

reflected his full comprehension of the awesome , ^ "" ^ 

weapon and of his responsibilities as IZ Z 7^ " "" " UCl ° ar 

pushed beyond a certain point affecting our national ^^ 



«'- vita. interests. ,„„ dang<1] . ,„ , hd „.„ or lhoBc w(m ^ arfM 

'■>» highly critical wa y . t think that, by achieving „,!„ credibility „„ 
-«. nbU, to ..Id to the gonand »„,„„ d „ t „ rr „ ncc . Qf the S(victs 
in Berlin WMCh . in , h „ „ ght oC r<!troopoct> wo c;m co 
Huccoosful effort. 

Mr^wco.: You referred to t „„ , act ^ „,. ^.^ ^ ^ _ 
rash man. What „. Ms characteristic approach to proMom . T Was 

it considered, measured or w,ib ho it H m ... i- 

"■ at tlmcs disposed to quick decisions 
without perhaps a great deal of reflection? 

Mmi^iSl^nta^: He did not normally resort to snap judgments 
about either the nature of a situation or about the remedies that were 
rehired. He was a man. 1 thin*, of a certain amount of psychologies 
.nsight, no, only into his own advisors but also, to a certain degree, 
mto the minds of his opponents, including his Soviet opponents. I donH 
know taw conscious this process waB _ ^ t did wc the impress . on> ^ 
-any occasions, that the President was thinking of how-assuming that 
psychologically they were men like we-the Soviets might react in a 
given situation to what they might interpret as unduly provocative or 
unduly challenging action on our part. 1 think he sometimes concluded 
•hat certain actions which were proposed by some of his advisers were 
-advisable simply because they could only have an irritating and an 
exacerbating effect on the Soviets without really contributing to that 
basic amelioration of the situation in which alone . rcsolu(ion rf ^ 
Berlin problem could be found. 

Apart from this psychologies! insight which made the President, 
» my judgment, largely correct in his appraisal of probable Soviet 
reactions to specific things we were doing or proposing to do, the Presi- 
dent was also very much against what might be called empty gestures- 
gestures mere,y for the effect they might have on certain segments of 
«he American public, or on certain segments of the press, b„, which 



-o-ld have no real offocl „ ,„. sUuntion 

fie Soviets A» -, ,. i- , , "Holy to improas 

• r *. — . which _ peoplo j^^t^rr" - 

wa S g eo g raphicall y we ak . LegaIIy „ _ ' p™ " B " h " 

M — " »' "i-t We wished in ovcry ro ' c ^ b aP> ^ qU " e 

of some of the postwar US ° ° f the ° b "uri, y 

postwar agreements with the Soviets, but still ]„ ,, 

sanctions -and by i mpreS sin g upon the Soviets that t w - 

relationship with the Unit.ri ^ ♦ entlre 

objectives which "" ^ * ^^ Md ** other 

jecuves, which were important to them w „„w v • 

c««-».d to press us in Berlin . ' ^ "* ^""^ " *** 

The President, I think h=.^ -, 

under.,anui» 6 ot «... ^ , £" ^ ^ - - - «— 

udt.ic realities in the situaHor. if 

V°u do those ,hi„ gs which „ e absol„,e ly eseen J , d emP ' y gCStUr "- 

interests, and you restrain ,h . " ' y °" V " aI 

- g ,m gs W hL ;: :; : i::;: r T ed of your "^ "°™ 



AJL 
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advisers sometimes did. But bv 1nrf i 

*~„ wasrational , C JL ::;;-•„ ;;-• 

»™» <° override h , sound judglTJen ; on d th n01 aJW ^ hM ' - «" 

-o.ved ta ft . Berlin aituation J > S "' en ' °" the ™*» °'~ tha, were 

Hi^weet: W "<"hore„ la „ yinstancei;jinlh 
> g ree upon a common A]lied policy _ ' "" ^ »*"»' <* 'n** «o 

'— P-onaUy with Cha„ce U r A d rC " ° Wiged " 

»". MacMiI.an ? *"" " Gm ^ *° C -»* or 

Minister Hillenbrand- n», 

p-^Tv^-^t-j: ;;;:r:: deai of p — — - 

cipaHy concerned „ ith the Bc " ^ *""« '"" °< S°-rnments prin . 

Most or this corresp „ d ^ dUHng tWs " M ^ '— * 

<° — oe th 7 Z TZ ls sta prMUe °*- -* > ~» - —* 

Become avaiiaMe „,£ pr 7 """ ^ C<m ' entS *" »* " '"< « 
™.». in the highl c " P "; bU ' ™"* ° f «- —pendence stm „. 

President did „L ^ "'"^ ' ""^ " " "" * »' *»* *• 
He didn , ,.., that ela 7" eIy "" ^ "^ " "^ '^ 

— - * J=r;,rr be r n heads - — - 

essentially a means of „ ■ / "^^ SUCh e «han g e B as 

-re di^eem! I::; - : - -^— - ^~ in area, 

~ ~~ - - slow „ comi ; y r th r ::;; agr ™ wh - 

«nd that thi, correspondence, i f you could "^ ^ "" "" 

give you a comprehensive D i 7 * " '" "" totaa * »° ul " 

- -^ l » ::;;r;:;::i: h :: rrr ,he period of 

problem, as they arose , mi„h, V ^ 5& ' W " h SPeCWc 

'his correspon d e„ce h mselh T ^ "^ ^^ ^ -* ^ 
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Hou.o or was the drafting done elsewhere? 

^SiSiSJLmUenbr^A: Much of the initial „„,, , ,. 

— al would be done in the T ask Forcc £ ^^ *- °' 

« -Id work a. way n P the department biera""' *"" 

House. A „ y ,M„ g of importa „ ce "~«* «* - *> the White 

;~ * * - Seared of State J^T 7^1 
Secretary would sometimes take it „ v ° 

approval. hlm "" to «" ft « P-idenfs 

Ml^weet: Taking the Kennedy years as a who, , 
««... .he Presidents Cerman policy" What was W ° UM ^ 

x,r- • y ' wnat was accomnlishorl ■» 

t . iS^Hiermienbramd, Deflning German £' 1 »» 

to include the Berlin nr«M broadest sense 

-ing the K-JTjr^Z "" 7 ^ ""' """ 
Which had hegun ta K(W J ^ ^ ~"— - «- -* crisis, 
which was agreed to by the Wc ^ " " "" ""'• " «"*- " — on 
formalized in a do P ° W " 5 ^ "" S ° Vi<Jt "«« «« 

which manyl; ^^T ^ ^ ^ " "^ "' ' ^ 

"uj^nt was the most we conlrf i,„ 

*>«« which consist, „, „.._ .. _ " hOI - e '° 8Ct » n y«y 



a reso- 



i„.. , "" lu "ju nope to 

- .:r.z:;r -;■ r r ■ "-™ •• ■- — » 
— --»••• .•..cr=:::;:::;::;r;;r 

pertod of some four years or more ' '" * 

"- of that position. After a , 7" S ° me ~"-«" """ « «»P"«- 

— ways, >=«- off now^r:™ "^' 

- Wa„ is obviously a regrettab.e ^ W ^ flT " ^ ^ " iSiS ' 
«hc city in two . o„ the other *' P"-ome„on which cuts 

-any individuals both in West B „ , J" "J" "^ *-'* '« 

- W- has not basically P^r^^ ^ ^ 

- - "= aeneral mora, and hope for the mture. ^ i^T* 



2 «-. Pr..,d. Bl Kennels policy acHevod ^ 

II eon r; d ™ abIy havc °~ given tha ba - — - ~ 

2 - »r » that the Kennedy adminiBtration did ae much as 

v.cu. admini8tration and accompli8hed no more Md ^ J P» 

"1:1:7 7° mo ~ united - - - - - -• -- - 1S 

The 7 7 6VC reUnif ' Ca,i0n "" Si "« «» - of Wo, M W ar „ 

as :::: T7 ation e ~ the — - — -— 

«o cin Ultimate objective in a ™,^v. r 

J ctive in a number of ways. There was a realistic 

r" i0 " * hat "— " ~ - ~.in g -t the Soviet „ under 

:r:;r e8 , h , could anticipate in our eime> _ id be wu - 

1 • " 1<>ng " ,hC SOTi - — - °< *«. own security invoIved g 
hanging on to the GDR. 

o„ a. other hand> the Kennedy adm . n . strat . 

'he Germsns to attempt to open up (heir £"- encourage 

countries and ,o a chieve thereby as . lon ' "" "^ 

this process, in the lone run mi.h. 1 ^ . g ' P erh aps 

long run, might Ie a d to such a pronounced J. i 
of the incongruities in «,. ••• pronounced development 

grumes m the posit.on of the GDR, and to such .. „„ . 
ditions in Centra a „ d Ea3tern E ' ^ ^"^ ™n- 

P^ise ,im ing of which is nf ^J^ ^ZT Ts ^ 
-*.-*. a etr a te g ic reassessmen, of the 4«a7 f 7 G^ 7 
~~~T. Having cnnciuded tha, the GDR was no longer so J^ ~ 
own secu rI .y under these chang<jd ^^ ^ - 

i™ 6 ;: r me sort of a nego,ia,ed r — - °< - — Pr : 

wh,ch con Id ,ead to reu„i flcation . , ^ ftis 

ver artl c ula ,e d in preci5ely the terms thaf x we P -P 

K n d 7 ^ ,he "-»««»' -v- «o the Germansby ,L 

K n d adminjstration wMch t haye m6nHoned _ ^ ^ ^ ^ V the 

ha« n ot , n done during the KeM>edy administratjon J 

Prospects of unification any worse. a„ d the beginnings of an approach 
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lid d ; v t ped ; hich provided a thw °"« i »- * ^» -* ta 

could be attained over the long run. 

MS.*™*, One heard a good deal during those year, about a 

f^^' *" ' he ""* «"* *» -e described with this putting 

«=.. a. i, were, of the Berlin situation-is that what was .neant b y a 
aodusvivendi ? Have we achieved that as a result of the Kennedy years 
or was something else thought of in terms of a mo dus vivendi . 

Mi^mienhr^d.: Tha t e mjn2 a^^~^ y broad one; 
could describe nothing more than a ^^^ „ 

:; :; r ha : e . acwevea ' * — — - «■— * . !« 

down of the cr.s.s. A ,50*^^ couId aJso ^ ^ ^ « 

agree reached ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ 

could h had much the sanae effect. Th e ter m n^i^ wouId s _ 
o preclude any radica! resolution of the proble m 7^T^~ the „. 

; n ; m ( : which look pIace betwecn the s °^ ™» »< *. »-«.. 

States the expression became a convenient way of describing what we 
~al.st.caHy hoped might Mm , OU , of these «... Those exploratory 
a*s probes „„„ go( tQ the point Qf estaHJ5hing ^ ^ ^ 

He term mc^vendi to describe the point at which we arrived after 
Cuban crisis, a nHdusWvendi. based, as , said, not upon a negotiated 

arrange bnt simply upon . ^^ ^ rf ^ 

ach.e t of which the Kennedy policies of l 96 l and 1962 , apar( ,_ 

the Cuban crisis, also made a definite contribution. 

Hi_Sweet: Do you think that good opportunities were missed to 

accomphsh something more positive during this period? 

2^te £j ™i S£ b £aE d : w . hard tQ ... how ^^ couid ^ 

h-ng It is obv;ously ^^^ possiHej ^ (he ^ V 

ssy « would have been better to have done this in a different way, pe haps 
we should have put more pressure on here, less pressure on the e But 



*' -< 1..,.. ■ ,,„ „ „„.,„„„„ ., 

:;rrrr: r ,h " - — • ••-"••■"■-,■' 

r-'»'--»"-«»~^:.,:rr::r-:; -- 
:.:: .:rir;r - — - — >•-•"—:.::•"• 

Blstent w 1 *" our own interests in ♦», 

- our Allie8 , which could have led t ; :2: and the interest8 

-icH, not having been attained> CQuid h ; £* -;— ent witn tne Soviets 
opportunity. Y be descr ^ed as a missed 
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